
Sustainability Coordinators Meeting 
February 5, UNH 306 

 
Sustainability Coordinators Present:  Jessica Ernye, Marie Rabideau, Indu, Pat Eaton, Eli Leveston, Diana Delp, 
Dave Burz and Mary Ellen Mallia.   
 
Everyone introduced themselves and welcomed Eli, our new sustainability coordinator from UAS.   
 
New Assistant in the Sustainability Office 
 
Mary Ellen announced that Mary Alexis Leciejewski has been hired as the new Program Assistant in the office.  
She is coming from Ohio where she worked in the Office of Sustainability for Ohio University.  She will start on 
Feb 11th. 
 
Review Spring Programs 
 
Recyclemania will run from February 3rd to March 30th.  The students have many programs planned.  Our goal 
is to recycle 150,000 pounds during this period. 
 
Jorgen Randers, the author of The Limits to Growth, will speak on Feb 6th at 7:30 pm in LC 7.   (update: 
excellent turnout, approximately 450 people attended!!) 
 
Earth and Wellness Day will be held on April 18th from 11 am to 2 pm in the CC ballroom.  This year’s theme is 
“Nurture Nature and Yourself”.  We will have exhibitors in the Ballroom, health screenings in the Fireside 
Lounge, the clothing exchange in Assembly Hall and the student sustainability fair in the front of the Campus 
Center.  (update: therapy dogs will be in the West Lounge too!!). Please help spread the word about the 
program as well as the clothing exchange.  We will begin collecting clothes in March.  We will also have a 
nature photography contest as part of the event.  In addition, there will be a follow up EAP event on Earth Day  
(April 22nd) on the Purple Path.  Frank Fazio from Facilities will play tour guide.  Please make plans to take a 
walk at noontime with us! 
 
Res Life is organizing an Earth Day Food and Arts Festival on April 20th from 1 to 5 pm.  More details to come 
but it will feature many interactive events and is open to the public. 
 
The Give and Go will run from May 16 to 24.  Mary Ellen is hoping to partner with the Trinity Alliance to store 
and distribute items.  There will be a chance to volunteer to help sort items. 
 
Other events to be planned: Green Grams (student group fundraiser), a local beer, wine and spirits taste 
testing fundraiser (event for 21+, alumni and friends of the sustainability movement) and Shredding Day 
(looking at either April 26 or May 3rd.) 
 
 
Open Forum 
Indu reported that the intersession initiative went will again this year and we continue to save about $250,000 
during the time period.  Mary Ellen mentioned that the energy campaign saved over 1,000,000 kilowatt hours 
as well. 
 
Indu discussed the Green Guard Certification that was obtained by our janitorial department under the 
guidance of Ann Trudeau and Bozena Grosman.  This focuses not only on using green cleaning products but 



also trains on the proper procedures to use their products.   Posters that describe the certification for will be 
available at a future meeting for distribution in buildings to help communicate the program.   
 
Diana discussed the green purchasing options available in furniture selection.  These would be good items to 
include in our green certification program.  The committee on that (Jessica Ernye and Beth Conrad) will meet 
soon. 
 
Indu also describes a new Executive Order (#88) that deals with energy consumption.  It calls for a 20% 
reduction in our energy use by 2020 (using 2010 as a baseline). This will mean conducting energy audits on 
campus and making major mechanical changes to meet this goal.  Diana also reported that NYS building code 
guidelines are changing as well and becoming more in line with international standards.  One issue to be 
examined is new accessibility guidelines and how it could impact our current building configurations. 
 
Any issues or concerns regarding energy use or the operation of a building (i.e. hot spots, cold spots, etc), 
should be brought to Indu. 
 
 
Ideas for Spring  
 
Field Trips – we looked at the list again and added possibly going to Schenectady County facility where our 
compost is going.  Mary Ellen will begin to work on this in earnest this month. 
 

Committees 

Mary Ellen has set up separate meetings with the committee to look at green office 
communication/certification and sustainability recognition ideas.  The Green Office group will meet at 9 am on 
February 26th in University Hall 200.  The recognition group will meet on February 20th at 11:30 am in 
University Hall 200.  Any coordinator is welcome to attend these meetings and become part of the sub-
committee. 
 
Our next coordinator meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 5th at 12 pm in University Hall 306.  Anyone 
want to volunteer to bring snacks??? 


